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Prestige International Yachts Heading for Grenada Sailing Festival 2012

The high quality international status of the 2012 Grenada Sailing Festival continues to grow with the planned participation from two prestige yachts from either end of the racing spectrum: Charisma, a beautiful 57ft classical racing sloop built in 1970 and the ultra modern carbon fibre Reichel Pugh 78 IDEA.
Hailed as a modern legend in ocean racing, Charisma has been in the ownership of Alejandro Pérez Calzada since 2003, who refitted and sailed her around the world participating in all the major sailing events. Under skipper Manuel Doreste Blanco, an Americas Cupper, former Soling World Champion and three times Olympic Games participant, Charisma has achieved an impressive list of results in prestige events including the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race; Transpac L.A.-Honolulu; Newport Bermuda Race (IRC), the STANFORD ANTIGUA SAILING WEEK. For 2012 Charisma will be in racing in the Caribbean once again, and for the first time, has added the Grenada Sailing Festival to her itinerary.
The second yacht IDEA was created in a collaboration between Californian company Reichel & Pugh and Nauta Yacht Design in Milan. Built by Cantieri Latini in Italy, the yacht is built entirely from carbon fibre and represents the highest levels of modern yacht design for speed and performance. She has already notched up a long list of successes in the Mediterranean including Gulf Rolex Capri Sailing Week; Giraglia Rolex Cup St. Tropez and the Polermo – Monaco 500 Thienot Cup. Now ready to take on the Caribbean IDEA will be also heading to Grenada for 2012.
Other key UK yachts and crews planning to join the event include Great Escape of Southampton, a Jeanneau 52.2; Tanga Langa 3, a Beneteau 47.7; Coyote, a Beneteau First 40.7; Lancelot II, a brand new 2011 FIRST 40, and ‘EH01’, a Beneteau 47.7 and Winner of the 2010 ARC Transatlantic. As well as this impressive line up, organisers also look forward to welcoming skippers and crews from the, USA, France, Austria and Holland, as well as neighbouring islands in the Region including Barbados, Trinidad and St. Lucia, and of course our local Grenadian skippers and crews.
Grenada Sailing Festival Camper & Nicholsons Racing Series will take place from Friday 27 January to Tuesday 31 January, based at the company’s Port Louis Marina. Racing will start and finish from Port Louis, with four days of racing: the Mount Gay Race Series; the SOL EC Race; the True Blue Bay Resort Pursuit Race & Budget Marine Race Series, and the Camper & Nicholsons Port Louis Race. As always the unique mix of challenging top quality racing, great after-race parties and entertainment and the characteristic Grenadian welcome and camaraderie that are so much a part of the Festival, all combine to bring yachtsmen back again and again, and to attract new competitors to the event each year.
For more information check the Festival website www.grenadasailingfestival.com & follow us on Facebook.
Grenada Sailing Festival also wishes to thank all its sponsors and supporters on board already for 2012: the Grenada Board of Tourism; Camper & Nicholsons Marinas; United Insurance; ScotiaBank; Mount Gay Rum with agent Bryden & Minors; Budget Marine; True Blue Bay Resort; The Moorings; The Victory Bar & Restaurant; North South Wines; SOL EC Ltd.; American Airlines; British Airways; Horizon Yacht Charters; Spice Island Marine Services; Island Dreams Yacht Services; Turbulence Ltd.; Steele’s Auto Supplies; Grenada Union of Teachers Credit Union; Grenlec; Mitchell’s Health & Wellness; Glenelg Spring Water; Spice Island Fish House; Marketing & National Importing Board and Country Cold Store.
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